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The growth of Spanish scientific output in 
the field of emergency medicine has in-
creased exponentially in both quantity and 
quality over the past decade.1 This has oc-
curred thanks to efforts to strengthen research 
within the Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS),2,3 the growing presence of emergency 
nurses as university faculty in Spain, the rec-
ognition of the professional category of Emer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT), and the de-
velopment of stable and committed staffing 
structures in hospital emergency depart-
ments.5,6 Evidence of this progress includes 
the increasing number of manuscripts re-
ceived by the journal EMERGENCIAS, whose 
Editorial Committee I have been part of—first 
with Dr. Moya and later with Dr. Miró—within 
the Emerger project, which contributed to 
positioning the journal in the first quartile of 
the Emergency Medicine category in the 
Journal of Citation Reports (JCR).7

The realization that it was not possible to 
accommodate all research articles, clinical cas-
es, reviews, and consensus documents of ap-
preciable quality—due to space limitations—
led both EMERGENCIAS and research groups 
within SEMES (Spanish Society of Emergency 
Medicine), specifically RINVEMER (Research 
Network in Out-of-Hospital Emergencies),8 to 
request that the SEMES Executive Board cre-
ate a second journal dedicated to emergency 
medicine research in Spain. SEMES responded 
promptly, decisively, and unequivocally, for 
which we thank Dr. Vázquez-Lima, president of 
SEMES, as well as the entire Executive Board 
and Governing Council.

The foundations of this new journal rest 
on 3 pillars: scientific quality, transversality, 
and enthusiasm:

– Scientific quality, based on an expert 
and independent editorial board, a peer-re-
view process, and the accumulated experi-
ence of EMERGENCIAS.

– Transversality, meaning that any topic 
related to the emergency patient should have 
a place in these pages.9 This includes citizens 

as first responders,10 EMTs,11 coordination 
center personnel,12 primary care emergency 
teams, advanced life support units, and hos-
pital emergency departments. Research in all 
these areas—and especially research focused 
on the emergency care process in a transver-
sal manner—is the objective of this jour-
nal.13,14 Furthermore, these pages are open to 
subspecialties such as pediatric emergen-
cies,15 trauma surgery,16 psychiatric emergen-
cies,17 diving and hyperbaric medicine,18 clini-
cal toxicology,19 organ donation,20 tactical 
medicine, mountain rescue, psychological and 
social support, emergency management, dis-
aster medicine, and logistics and planning,21 
among others, where emergency profession-
als are key actors or essential collaborators.22

Moreover, we believe this journal must 
pay special attention to big data, machine 
learning, and new technologies (apps, social 
media, etc.), and their application in emer-
gency care—whether for general population 
use, education and continuing training, clini-
cal practice, prevention, or patient follow-up.

– And finally, enthusiasm, understood as 
the Editorial Committee’s and reviewers’ com-
mitment to creating a useful scientific product 
for professionals—one that is enduring and 
aspires to be indexed in the highest-level sci-
entific repositories.23 It also means creating a 
space where groups such as EMTs, EMS per-
sonnel, and nursing professionals can more 
easily showcase their research activity. Many 
university master’s theses—despite their quali-
ty and effort—end up as what is known as 
“grey literature.” It is no coincidence that, for 
international visibility and with a clear state-
ment of intent, the English subtitle of this 
journal is Spanish Journal of Acute and Emer-
gency Care.

We also welcome all professionals from 
Latin America, where Spanish unites us as a 
shared language and where, in several coun-
tries, emergency medicine is already an offi-
cially recognized medical specialty. Their clini-
cal experience and research activity are 
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elements we hope to integrate into this journal. We also 
wish to acknowledge the emergency medicine and nursing 
residents within the Spanish military system—an encourag-
ing exception in the otherwise bleak outlook for genera-
tional replacement among emergency professionals.

As we do each day when facing an urgent case, we 
hope to inspire enthusiasm in all these professionals and 
that REUE becomes a channel for their ideas, well-execut-
ed work, and science.

We begin.


